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Having t been informed that there were 


ſome perſonal alluſions to me, in the Pamph- 

let which furniſhes the ſubject of the follow- 
ing Remarks, I ſent to purchaſe it, and, in 
| the very few hours which have paſſed ſince, 
have not had leiſure to compreſs or alter, 
either in form or expreſſion, what firſt oc- 
ceurred to me, on reading this performance, 
and which I would not have ſent to the 
Proprietors with ſo many marks of haſte, but 


from the importance of che ſubject, and 


4 prefiing urgency in Point of time. 
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mus ſixth 101 ene pages of 158 5 


troduction of Mr. Twining's Obfer- 


vations on the Queſtion to be balloted for at 
_ the Eaſt India Houſe, the 14th inſtant, hav- 
iag appeared to me to call for the notice con- 
tained in the following letter to the Chair- ; 
man, and his ea out of reſpect to thoſe 
| Proprietors who were preſent at the Debate „ 
the 17th ult. it may be thought alſo due to 5 
Jo important a Queſtion, and to the whole 
body of Proprietors, to accompany the pub- 
cation of this Letter, and the reply with 
a a few curſory remarks upon the obſeryations 
whoa REA were occaſioned : — 


1 . Powis Kann 100 Jon I 79 5. 
My dear Sir, : | | 


5 « In Mr. Twining⸗ 8 Pamphler of Obſer- 
| ations, publiſhed yeſterday, he has choſen to men- 


tion my name, in ſuch 4 manner Ms J think, de- 


| B mands 


3 — — — 


(3) 

minds ſome notice. And this will, I hope, 5 

gaze to you, for my uſing the liberty to requeſt that 
you will, as a matter of juſtice, give yourſelf the 


trouble to acquaint me, whether, according to your 


recollection, I did not, at the cloſe of the laſt Ge- 


neral Court, (immediately aſter the unanimous vote 


to agree with the Reſolutions paſſed by tire Court of 
Directors, in juſtification of Mr. David Scott) re- 


Call the attention of the Court to the contradictions 


between Mr. Twining and myſelf, in our reſpectiue 
| ſtatements of what had paſſed, as well at the India 


Houfe, as in Parliament, with relation to the Oath 38 1 


now taken by the Directors; and whether I did not 


then, actually make a Motion, to the effect of aflert- 
ing that his account was both defective and + erroue- 


ons, and n e. 4 S801: . 


1 farther, FIG in the rk W a 


- which I introduced ſuch Motion, I did not offer to 
ſubmit the facts at iſſue between us, to any mode of 


deciſion hemight be willing to meet, either then, or at 


ſome other earl time to be appointed for addueing the 

proofs; affigning, as one reaſon, that he had himſelf 
rendered a deciſion upon the fact principally in diſ- 
pute, important to the Propoſition upon which the 

Ballot was to be taken, and that I was therefore the _ 
| leſs reluctant to preſs a Queſtion, ariſing, in ſome 
meaſure, out of perſonal feelings, hich certainly 


* 


Par 


_encreaſed my anxiety to have it decided? 


* * : 
22 


4 


And moreover, whether, upon myMotion being 
ſeconded, Mr. Twining did not inſtantly riſe, and 
addrefling himſelf to you, as Chairman, deſire to ſave _ 
further trouble, by a declaration to this purpoſe, - 
that he did not deny or doubt, the accuracy of wy 
narrative: ? | 


* 


(0 This N bann made, (as it ſeemed to 


me, at leaſt) with earneſtneſs, and without allowing 
me time to write the Motion, or dictate the words of 
it to the Clerk, and the admiſſion appearing to my 


underſtanding, both ample and explicit, I inſtantly 


determitted to withdraw, by the conſent of the Court, 
chat in which I ſhould otherwiſe have held it my 


duty to perſevere, But Mr. Twining has now pub- 
| liſhed, what ſome of his readers, who were then ab - 


ſent, may poſſibly be led to conſtrue into a ſort f 

denial that any ſuck Motion was 1nade by me; and 
this is accompanied by a quibble about Mr. Wood- 

fall and Mr. Tolfrey, who have both related the 


tranſaction, not agreeing as to the words of the Motion. 


I fee that in both their publications, the object of it 


is reported with ſufficient correctneſs; but whether 
either of them has given the very words uſed by me 


in propoſing it, or in whieh I was proceeding to 
fate it, with a view to its being regularly put to the 


5 vote by you, when he, by yielding up the point, in- 


duced me to deſiſt, is more than I can ſay—nor i is 


char circumſtance at all e 


Pd 


. 5 B „ an 


Wer Oo OOTY CIT PT WE Oey re 


( 10 ) 
« Tam ſorry to occupy ſo much of your time; and 
and have the honour to be, my dear Sir, 
Vour's, moſt faithfully, 


WII. DevarvEe, Eſq Iauzs Warsow. 
Chairman, &c. l 


In a to chis letter, Mr. Devaynes has 
permitted me to ſay, that he believes what 
is ſtated in it, to be perfectly correct as to 
the ſubſtance ; and the reaſon that the 
Queſtion was not put was Mr. Twining's 

bd eclairciſſement. It could not, therefore, 
RR ſtand on the Minutes; and the above is 

the only official mode in which J can point . 

out his miſtake. There are fifty witneſſes, 
= who can alſo prove it, if neceſſary, | 


8 
It! is not clearly aſcertained by any thing i in 
Mr. Twining's preſent Obſervations, or in 
the ſpeech before publiſhed by him, nor does 
it appear to me, from endeavouring to reviews =_ 
his public conduct with reſpect to the Owners | 
of Eaſt India Ships, what idea he intends to 
ccCoxvey, p. I. by his firſt introductory ſentence. 
T There can be no ſolid ground for any report, 
or ſuſpicion of his acting either in conjuncti | 
| on with, or at the deſire of thoſe Gentlemen 
=: upon the preſent occaſion; ; for, moſt cer- 


. tainly, 


A 


— A OG OOO 


(ny) 


tainly, they do not make themſelves parties 


at all in this buſineſs. Some individuals may 


think and act one way, and ſome the other; 
but, as a body, they take no part. Not 
even the miſrepreſentations of Mr. Scott's: 
conduct towards them, which have been very 


induſtriouſly circulated, had they been more 


fully credited than they are, would I am ſure, 
— have miſled that valuable and diſcerning claſs 
of perſons, to treat a queſtion of ſuch great 
public concern as if it were a matter of pri- 
vate pique. They are confident and ſo am 
1, that he is very much miſtaken in the cal- 
culations and other grounds of his late Proteſt 


relative to the freight ſervice; which willmeet 


a a full diſcuſſion at a proper time, But it is 
a calumny, to the juſt reproach of which 1 
am ſure nothing in their conduct has degrad- 
ed them, to ſuppoſe them capable of mak- 


ing a great national object the inſtrument of 


confocal tefentment ; and that to the degree, 
as far as reſpects thoſe amongſt them who 
think the ſyſtem of the late Act of Parlia- 
ment wiſe, and proper to be tried, of oꝑpoſ- 


ing what they would otherwiſe ſupport. 8 


i a not duets 1 is meant to be 


bined by «< tara + ſome particular object 
which 


* which thoſe gentlemen have in view!“ 
for it is hardly explained by the writer's 
diſavowal of © any connection or commu- 


« nication with thoſe Gentlemen,” although 
this may poſſibly lead to the true interpre- - 
| tation. | 


As to the inaccuracies imputed to Mr. 


' Woodfall's Reports “, perhaps I have ſaid 


enough, in my letter to the Chairman, 


elſe it might be obſerved, that the words 
I did not ſay any ſuch thing,” are not very 
communicative, or explanatory. With re- 
ſpect to another remark, relative to the Mo- 
tion, faid by the writer, to be © attributed“ 
to me, and which the Chairman's atteſtation, 
| has proved to have been made by me; in 
reality, this aſſertion, advanced by Mr. 
T wining, „I can only fay, I am informed at 
et the India Houſe, no ſuch Motion was 


© made; and a ſimilar one, © I was told, 


p. 15, puts me in mind of an artifice now 
and then heard of, in Weſtminſter Hall, : 
| denominated buffing 4 notice, It is thus, a 


2 At the 1 dis Houle, m 88 . 92. 80. 
| elſo Mr. Tolfrey's anſwer to dr. Tons * eco nd eqn t 
eee Jorg 


WEIL 


perſon being g placed for the purpoſe, at the 
door of an attorney, in a cauſe, the attorney 


on the other ſide, or his clerk, comes and 
enquires, “ Is Mr. Such a One at home?“ 


and is anſwered “ No.” „ Are yon his 
„ clerk?” © Yes,” © Do you expect him 


«in ſoon ;?“ « Not this hour, but I will take 


& care. to deliver any meſſage,” © Will 


c you be ſure to give him this notice of 


1e jultifyiog bail, (they are very good men) 


ic in the cauſe of A. againſt B? « Moſt 


certainly.“ No don't forget the mo- 


« ment he comes. in, becauſe I wiſh him to 


% make all enquiry, for his ſatisfaction.“ 


And afterwards, the acting party makes a 
circumſtantial affidavit of theſe facts; ſup- 
preſſing nothing but the trifling accident of 


the party giving the anſwers, having been 
plantedthere for the very purpoſe. Mr. Twin- 
ing might have aſkedthe Chairman, and would 
have been ſatisfied. But perhaps, on the 
preſent occaſion, the ſolution is to be ſought, 


in ſome ſenſe impoſed upon the words © was 


t made, as meaning entered upon the 

3 the minutes, or having paſſed, or ſome ſuth 
| thing as that, With reſpect to the writer's 
aſſurance © that he never heard it; ' this „ 


5 8 to no more an! in proof, that he 
u ee 8 


(14 

ſhould be careful not to rely upon his own. 
accuracy, ſo confidently as he ſeems to have 
done throughout this buſineſs in matters that 
require preciſe and correct obſervation. I 
am the rather induced to give him this hint, 
from his appearing to have forgot that, after 


the General Court was adjourned, he ſaid to 
me, in the preſence and hearing of other 


Gentlemen, that he knew my ſtatement o . 


be right, but that did not alter his argument, 
or opinion; and further that he knew I had 
made the examination the preceding Satur- 
day; ; which, indeed, was certainly ſo, as far 
as goes to comparing the dates and facts; oh 
which IU relied, with the documents preſerved 
both in the India-Houſe, and at the Houſe 
of Commons; but i ſtated the outline of the 
facts at the General Court, in June, when he 
_ firſt diſcovered that he had wrought himſelf 
up into ſo unaccountable an error. What, 
therefore, was his mental reſervation, where- 
by he evaded © acreding to the whole, or an7 
thing like the whole of my ſtatement,“ I do 
not preſume to gueſs. If he had /aid ſo, or 
that: been but ſilent, upon my motion, I 
ſhould have perſiſted to have the matter of | 
fact i and d decided. ee 


„See this ſtatement in Mr. Woodfall's Debates at 
the 11 di Ng e 1 Lecce YR | 


/ 


. is ) 
Page 10, ſeems indeed employed to inſi- 


huate that my ſteadineſs to this point was 4 


proof of a bad cauſe, ſhewn by a deſire to : 


change the ſubject; on the diſcovery of a 


fingle inſtance of error, immaterial to the 


main argument; but it cannot be forgotten, 


that in Mr. Twining's printed Speech, he 
hinges every thing moſt mainly here, as it 
upon an immoveable column. And his opi- 


nion of the materiality of what I have de- 


monſtrated to be his error; appears by his 


(till re-aſſerting | it in terms, that © the clauſe 


and' the purport of the Oath; were altered 


te in Parliament, without the conſent or 
et knowledge, either of the Court of Pro- 


ke prietors, or of the Court of Directors,“ . 


and at the firſt ſtep he takes to point out 


what he calls © the i impropriety of the tranſ- 
ec ation,” he falls again into the miſtake 
of ſtating the clauſes read in the General 
Court of the 16th of May, as addi- 


© tional Clauſes © 10 be inſerted in the Bill 1 


after that time; whereas, in fact, thoſe 
tlauſes had been inſerted on the i4th—but 


that marked M. M. reſpecting the Oath, not 
correſponding with the Reſolution of a former 


General Court, inſtead of being approved, 

was actually ſtruck out, prior to the Reſolution 5 

for agreeing to the Bill, mentioned; in Na 
| „ : which 


„2 


ea 


which was alſo the caſe with reſ pet to a great 


number of alterations, inſertions, and other 


omiſſions, made that day ; and not ſpecially 


noted in the Minutes of the C Court. 
There is ſomething ſo puerile in the ob- 


ſervation, that the word Oaths, in the plural, 


is found in the proceedings of the General 0 


Court of the 23d of May, that 1 will not ſup- 
poſe any perſon able to comprehend the queſ- 
tion under conſideration, to poſſeſs alſo' a 
minuteneſs of intellect, capable of being 
drawn away by any ching of that ſort. And 
there it is hardly requiſite to mention, that 

this may either be the miſtake of a copying 
Clerk, or may find advocates for its being a 


correct expreſſion, inasmuch, as the exiſt- 


ing Oath conſiſts of feveral diſtin& branches. 
But the perſon who can indulge himſelf in 


deducing a ſerious point of argument, from 


ſuch a circumſtance, either has not a mind 


capable of expanding itſelf ta the magnitude 


of this vaſt ſubject, or allows himſelf to be 
drawn away from the contemplation of it, 
entite grandeur, to ſome partial and imper- 
fect view of it, better fuited to the eye and 
underſtanding of thoſe, for whoſe amuſement, 


the pretty childiſh pun upon the word embrace, 


muſt have been introduced in another paſſage. 


But-I ſhould hardly a my ſelf two ſtrong- 
Iy 


CH 3 e 


ty, if 1 were to call ſuch traſh, inſulting to 


the underſtandings of intelligent Proprietors 
of Eaſt- India ſtock, when uſed by way of in- 


ducement to any grave concluſion, and moſt 
of all, when employed for prevailing with 
them to break a deliberate engagement, 
which they recently entered into with the 


public, on a moſt momentous ſubject, and 


which has been ratified * the fanction of _ 
| „ N | 


33 Geo. 3. c. 52. ec. 81. 11! Is enafted, 
that ſubject to certain proviſions, © ir ſhall 
dc andimay be lawful for any of his Ma- 
_ « zelty's ſubjedts, reſident -in Great Bri- 
eg tain, or in Any other part of his Ma- 
ec jeſty 8 European dominions, to export 

„ on their own riſk and account, in tle 

Company's ſhips, from the Ports of Lon- 

&c don, to the coaſts of Malabar and Corg= 
ec, mandel, Or the Bay of Bengal, or the , ” 
ec Ifland of Sumatra, any goods, wares, or 

< rnerchandizes, of the growth, produce, or 

manufacture of the ſaid dominions, with a 
& faving of particular articles; and in- like 


* manner, for the Company's: civil ſervants 


e in India, and free; merchants thence to 
conſign to Great Britain, by the Com- 


« 18 9 

. pany”: 8 dts. any goods or merchandize, 

ce except as by the Act otherwiſe eſpecially 

ce provided, to be imported at the riſk, and 

& on account of the owners at the port of 

3 London, under the regulations ſpecified 5 
ein the Act. a, 


And by che ame ſtatute, Sec. ah « 
* much of the Act of the gth and 1oth of 
ce King William the third, as inflits any 

"08 penalty or forfeiture for trading, traffick- 
WL +; adventuring in, to, or Gon the 
% Faſt Indies, contrary to the true meaning of 

ee the ſaid AF, ſhall be, and is 1 Ms N 
te made void. * 


This all paſſed; not by the bare 8 10 
but with the active concurrence of the Pro- 
5 prietors at large. How then, can any Pro- 
prietors be properly now called upon, ſo 
ſoon after, to ſay that this privilege oughht 
not to have been conferred. It is begging 5 
the queſtion to repeat, forever © conferred,” 
* without their knowledge and conſent,” 
And independent of all confiderations relative 8 
to the oath, this will be found, upon the 
leaſt degree of ſound reflection, to be a miſ- 
take for not the Oath alone, but the two 
enading Clanſes above-mentioned, which 


— 


— 


7 8 = © 19 5 


Mr. Twining has never denied to have been 


feparately, diſtinctiy, and carefully conſider- 


ed in repeated General Courts, as well as the 


terms of the agreement, out of which they 


are extracted, independent of the Oath, afford 
a concluſive anſwer to the aſſertion, which 


he repeats ſo often, and relies - on ſo en- 
tirely, 


Tf any new lights appear, or nr 5 


views are opened, to manifeſt that injury is 
done to the Company, or injuſtice to indi- 
vidualg, out of it, the fair courſe is to apply 


to the guardians of the public intereſt, and 


ſeek for the aid of parliament, to reſtrain 
Director from the commercial privileges, 


opened to them. in common with other mer- 


chants, and to no greater or leſs extent; but 


which theſe Gentlemen, from the reſtraints 
and obſervation placed around them, are leſs 
capable than others, and leſs likely to at- 
tempt to abuſe, to the injury of the Com- 


80 


As to the ſarcaſtic obſervation, that one 


Directors in one ſeaſon, occupied nearly the 
' tonnage of an Eaſt Indiaman, this reſolves . 
jrſelf 1 into its own ene, and makes him 
Fo | | wear 


e r 
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wear no 1 of reproach ; for nothing de- 
trimental to other Gentlemen, could proceed 
from thence; becauſe, according to the pro- 
viſions of the Statute, had a larger quantity 
of tonnage been demanded, he and the other 
perſons, whoſe demands were unſatisfied, 
muſt have abated in exact proportions. And 
ſo far from the Director pointed at, having 
Ui aiccurred any juſt cenſure, his conduct is in- 
N ürlled to much juſt praiſe. He has made 
u *the firſt great patriotic effort to give effect 

. to a law, framed with the warmeſt expecta- 

LN | tions of important advantages, both to Grear 
Britain and India, conſequently to the Kal. 
India Compenys 25 


Wi: di he 3 this (if it proves any 
1 ting) goes to prove that Parliament ought 
WT __ fo have enacted, contrary to the policy and 
proviſions of the propoſed law under its con- 
-fideration, that to a certain extent thoſe pro- 
viſions ſhould have no operation, but the 
El - ſenſible and intelligent way of doing this, 
NR would certainly not have been, after repeal- 
38 Ing the; prohibition'of the Act of King Wil- 
liam, to trade contrary: to the true meaning 
of that Act, and-all the ſan#ions. provided to 
Lil. | . een, that —_—— ViKhout. a word of 
1 | | | | | excep- 
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exception as to Directors, to impoſe a new 


Oath in the terms of the old one, with refer- 


ence to that Act. And it is a great miſtake 
to imapine that ſuch a reference could haye 


remained binding, if nothing had been ſaid ; 


upon it, in ſpite of the repeal. That Oach 
would not then have had the ſanction of the 


| Legiſlature, and the Company could not 
have legally impoſed it, nor would ſuch a im- 
PR of it have wn ne 


1 Uiinino, therefore, agree that: even for 


_ thoſe Proprietors (if there are any ſuch) who 
may nom be perſuaded and induced to think 
that the legalized right of trading, cannot be 
exerciſed by Directors, without all the in- 
conveniencies ſo much inſiſted upon, to at- 


tempt to controul that right by their own 


power, is a breach of their ſolemn compact 


with the public. Inſtead of which, if chere 
were grounds for wiſhing to reſcind that com- 
pact, an application ſhould be e to Par- 
Fee 5 | 


The nden link allowing 1 
acquainted with every circumſtance of the 
Company's trade, and appointed to carry jt 
beg to trade alſo for themſelves, 1 4s not ben 
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upon its tanz foundation, en it is com⸗ 


pared to the caſe of an individual, intruſting | 


his valuable coneerns to one, whoſe private 


intereſt may frequently oppoſe his own. There 
is no ſimilitude between the two caſes. The 
Director has no opportunity of knowing more 
relating to the ſtate of the Company' Exports 
and Imports, than all the Brokers and Mer- 
chants in London, nor has he ſo much power 
as the latter, to influence the Indents for the 


Imports; and as to thoſe which govern the 


; Exports, they are made up from the public 
known ſtate of the demands in the India 


markets. 


wwe are told chat che Directors lately te re- 
te preſented to Government, as forcibly as 


c they could, the injury the Company might 
ee ſuſtain from Private Traders,” Yes, from 


thoſe concerned in the contraband trade car- 


3 ried on with Britiſh Capitals, under Foreign 
Colours; and it. might have been added, 
what injury was done to the nation? But 


ſtill it was perceived that ſome benefits ac- 


rued to the Company 8 Indian Dominions, 

even from that unlicenſed, and in many 

ways, injurious traffick. And from the plan 

Nn much good i: 1s e argued 
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„ Bankers.“ 


ts ) 
te Bank. Directors, are not 1 to be 


bably muſt, be highly advanced, by a de- 


parture from ſome rules which very properly 
govern. ordinary caſes? What application 
can the maxims of prudence, between man 
and man, in private life, bear to a meaſure 
propoſed for. regulations to be put to the 
teſt of, experiment, with relation to a 
great Empire, whoſe. Sovereigns have the 
monopoly of its merchandize, and have 
unable to 5 
Aunite in themſelves, every mercantile advan- 
tage, with all the rights, and all the benefits 
_ of Government. The private licenſed trader, 
is expected to form a ſort of middle and con- 
necting link, in this maſſy golden chain, not to 
be an inſtrument for dividing it.“ And in this 
view, the diſtinction hetween his being or not 
being a director, is too diminutive to be ſeen, 


been found, by experience, 


| No, but is the Corporation of 

ol the Bank poſſeſſed of an immenſe ſovereign 
dominion, in a diſtant clime, the revenues, 
and the happineſs of which, may, and pro- 


. 
4 - 4 2 
+ a IE Sl ——u— — 


but by a microſcopic eye, and too unimportant 


to wrde public; well to der the diſcuſſion it has 
1 8 received 
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TL... See 4 argument on this topic, 1 Woolfall's Des. 
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{i 4 received: What i may be to-other privite 
lot individuals, can hardly be deemed more than' 
£11800 a looſe ſpeculation at preſent,” they having N 
hitherto paid very little attention to this 
new privilege. No inſtance of fact, has 
been adduced, to ſnew the exiſtence of any 
, -» between them and Directors; and 
| | T4 1 from the backwardneſs of Gentlemen, who 


4. are, as Mr. Twining fahs; much intereſte 
N in the queſtion, to allow him to mention 
{1 RD their names in fupport of his opinion, it 
•5ů manifeſt that no ſuch caſe of in- 


140 cguvality exiſts. There ſurely would be no 
M difficulty in the avowal, fi it did. 5 
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1 What! is» gad about eres ang Officers 
1 and ſo indeed, the greateſt part of the OS 
Ri 1 N ervalions which relate to any caſe of hard- 
1 ſhip, or contain any fair, unbiaſſed argu- 

„ ment, goes to the root of the proviſion it- 
1 ſelf, and not to any diſtinction between the 
1 - perſons who may be allowed moſt properly 
5 to take advantage of it. No ſhew or pre- 
wy Tenct of any reaſon why theſe, meritorious 
Is perſons will be more injured by the private = 
commerce of Directors in the Company's 
* 1 ; 5 ny e by 
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Gips, . by thar of any other individual, 


merchant, has yet been exhibited, And as 


to the Queſtion itſelf, broadly ſtated, it 
comes to this reſult, that the great maſs of 
Eaſt: India Commerce, cannot be advan. 
8 tageouſly carried On, but through the e&ð4́ 


clufive medium of the Company; but that 


the Company's Sovereignty, and mercantile 


character, are in ſomer eſpects incompatible, ; 


with relation to the intereſts. both of Great 
Britain and of India. This incompatibility, 
was the chief cayſe of the progreſs made in 
illicit trade, which, whilſt it corrected, 
many inconveniencies, was in numerous re- 
ſpects pernicious, both to the commercial 
and political ſtate of the Company, and in 
many views prejudicial to Great Britain. It 
is ardently hoped that the plan adopted, 
will produce all the benefits, and correct all 
the miſchiefs, for which it has beem intro- 
duced. Every Proprietor who is convinced 
that it will, or who thinks we are now bouud 
by our bargain with the public, or who is 
not convinced that the trial of the expe- 
riment muſt* in "every | poinf of view be 
uſeleſs, if not miſchievous, and likewiſe 
1 jo. all who think chat the e vane ; 
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N allowa le, Weber mi} be the caſe as 
4 dir l "Trading in the character of rincipals $ © 
| who conceive the phraſe, « to carry on any 
| x or .commerce to or from India indi- 


BENE _ ing, will (as the Propoſition to which they 
: „„ HERO. tied down is framed) to act conliſt- 


2 TN: 5 
ä e ee eee. 


4 — . 7 4 
L, 1 0 | N 4 N. x * * a 


„ . I think it but candid to acknow- 
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